
ANNUAL PROGRAM
Athlon Sports’ preseason annuals offer preview coverage for every fan of 
sports, from the passionate enthusiast to the weekend warrior. They fuel the 
excitement and anticipation that only preseason can provide, when every 
team is on an even playing field and it’s anybody’s game to win. 

RACING 
We take readers behind the scenes 
of NASCAR’s three national touring 
series with in-depth interviews, 
hard-hitting features, track profiles 
and previews and rankings of each 
driver and team in America’s No. 1 
spectator sport.

ON-SALE DATE: 1/16/18

ORDER DEADLINE: 11/28/17

NATIONAL  
COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
Including team previews for all 130 FBS 
schools, this preview magazine is a 
complete guide to college football.  
Look for position-by-position rankings,  
All-America teams, a recruiting rundown, 
preseason Heisman candidates and  
so much more.

ON-SALE DATE: 5/22/18

ORDER DEADLINE: 4/3/18

CUSTOM TEAM COVERS AVAILABLE

PRO FOOTBALL  
Features on all 32 teams in the 
National Football League by beat 
writers nationwide are included, 
along with schedules, stats, depth 
chart analysis and fantasy football 
insight. Notes from the NFL Draft 
and a look back at previous drafts, 
oddball stats and stories, and 
images from game day make this 
an NFL fan’s must-have for the 
upcoming season.

ON-SALE DATE: 6/5/18

ORDER DEADLINE: 4/17/18

CUSTOM TEAM 
COVERS AVAILABLE

FANTASY 
FOOTBALL   
An ideal guide to help 
prepare fans for their fantasy 
football drafts. Each edition 
has 500 players ranked, a 
280-player big board, a 
20-round mock draft and 
3,200 projected stats, along 
with position-by-position 
breakdowns and team-by-
team analysis. 

ON-SALE DATE: 6/19/18

ORDER DEADLINE: 5/1/18

PRO FOOTBALL DRAFT    
Prepare for draft day with detailed 
analysis on the year’s draft class from 
former NFL personnel, along with a look 
at the needs of all 32 NFL teams, in-
depth features on top ranked players 
and a mock draft to get you through 
the first three rounds.  

ON-SALE DATE: 3/13/18

ORDER DEADLINE: 1/23/18

CUSTOM TEAM COVERS AVAILABLE

COLLEGE  
FOOTBALL REGIONAL     
These annuals provide in-depth 
team-by-team previews, along with 
our preseason Top 25, All-America 
teams, All-Conference teams, regional 
features and everything else you need 
to know about the upcoming season.

ON-SALE DATE: 5/22/18

ORDER DEADLINE: 3/27/18

CUSTOM TEAM COVERS AVAILABLE: ACC 
/ BIG 12 / BIG TEN / PAC 12 / SEC

BASEBALL  
Provides the preseason analysis,  
predictions and team-by-team 
previews of all 30 clubs with rosters, 
stats and schedules, plus features 
and a peek into the college baseball 
top 25.

ON-SALE DATE: 1/30/18

ORDER DEADLINE: 12/15/17

CUSTOM TEAM COVERS AVAILABLE

COLLEGE BASKETBALL   
Hoops fans from coast-to-coast and 
across the globe will prepare for  
the season with preseason analysis 
and predictions, All-America and  
All-Conference teams, a complete 
Field of 68 NCAA Tournament Bracket 
and 500 ranked high school recruits 
– not to mention team-by-team 
previews of all 351 Division I schools.  

ON-SALE DATE: 9/4/18

ORDER DEADLINE: 7/17/18

CUSTOM TEAM 
COVERS AVAILABLE
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into a beef with A’s management. I believe 
they were fed up with him. They did not 
offer him the contract he thought he de-
served. A rational, clear-thinking grownup 
would discuss the matter with manage-
ment. Or have his lawyer or agent discuss 
the matter. Not Billy.

He took matters into his own hands. 
Literally. After one game, he grabbed a bat 
and, wielding it like a pickaxe, whacked the 
hell out of his office bathroom – sink, toilet, 
all the plumbing. In addition, he took his 
frustration out on the office itself, mostly 
busting up the walls. A complete mess.

The poor A’s were aghast and had to 
redo the bathroom and office overnight so 
the players and media wouldn’t know what 
Billy did. Word got out, anyway. 

Billy never received the contract he 
wanted, maybe because his conflict-
resolution skills were not, strictly speaking, 
Hall of Fame.

TONY LA RUSSA once performed a 
selfless act of homage and I witnessed it.

It was the 1988 World Series, La 
Russa’s A’s heavily favored against Tommy 
Lasorda’s Dodgers, the A’s with the Bash 
Brothers and Dave Stewart. But the Dodg-
ers won in five games. That was the Kirk 
Gibson World Series, Gibson hitting his 
iconic walk-off home run off the legendary 
Dennis Eckersley to win Game 1. That also 
was the Orel Hershiser World Series, Hershiser 
pitching a two-run complete game to close out 
the Series, Hershiser striking out nine A’s.

When it was over, when the A’s had been 
defeated, La Russa did his obligatory interview 
with the media. Then he sat quietly at his desk 
in his tiny office thinking. You need to know 
about the photos on his office walls. He did not 
have art or family photos, as I recall. He had 
framed photos of the America League manag-
ers. Every year, the managers took a group 
photo before the season, and there was La 
Russa among them season after season. 

He took the greatest pride in being one of 
this select group. Being in the photo. Being 
included was a mark of his achievement because 
he respected the others so much, respected the 
craft of managing. 

Well, after he sat at his desk, he stood up and 
walked out of his office and entered the hallway 
just outside the A’s clubhouse. He climbed some 
stairs. I had no idea where he was going. He 
walked along a deserted hallway, one I didn’t 
know. He walked fast. Purposefully. 

Finally, he went down a set of stairs. Now 
he was outside the Dodgers clubhouse, all that 
noise and champagne in there. So different 
from the somber A’s clubhouse. He entered 
through a side door. He found Lasorda’s office, 
Lasorda alone in there. He entered. Lasorda 
looked at him. Lasorda smiled. La Russa shut 

the door.
I imagined La Russa congratulating Lasorda 

in the most gracious way, paying homage to the 
victor. La Russa was honoring Lasorda, Major 
League Baseball and every man who had been 
in those manager photos and ever would be.

 
JOSE CANSECO has gotten bad press. 

Most of it deserved. He admitted taking 
performance-enhancing drugs and ratted out 
players who used PEDs. Canseco had another 
side, an attractive side. He was and is smart, 
verbal and playful. He once called Will Clark a 
three-toed sloth. The image was interesting and 
what Canseco said got around.

This scene took place in the late 1980s. 
Kansas City was playing a midweek day game 
against the A’s at the Coliseum. Hours before 
the game, that great two-sport athlete Bo 
Jackson walked into the A’s clubhouse. This was 
unusual, a visiting player, a Royal, visiting the 
other place. None of the A’s said anything. This 
was Bo Jackson.

He walked down the line of cubicles to the 
very end of the room where Mark McGwire 
was dressing. McGwire smiled at Jackson. They 
obviously liked each other. They talked a long 
time. Talked privately. Sometimes, they laughed. 

Canseco’s locker was in the same line of 
cubicles but way at the other end of the room. 
Canseco kept looking at Jackson and McGwire. 
Would look furtively. Didn’t feel comfortable 
walking over and joining in. Didn’t seem to. 

After a while, Jackson began to leave, 
strolled through the room in his stocking 
feet. Canseco watched him walk out the 
clubhouse door. Then Canseco turned to 
McGwire and the rest of his A’s team-
mates. As if they all were teenagers choos-
ing up sides in a schoolyard game, Canseco 
said in his most earnest voice, “Can we 
have Bo?” 

AT 5:04 P.M. ON OCT. 17, 1989, the 
world shook.  

The A’s and Giants were getting ready 
for Game 3 of the Bay Bridge World Se-
ries, soon to be known as the Earthquake 
Series, when Candlestick Park started to 
sway back and forth. 

I was in the auxiliary press box in the 
upper-deck stands and I felt the place 
shudder and I knew it was an earthquake. I 
stood up and thought, crazily, “If the place 
cracks where I’m standing, I can jump to 
either side of the crack and be safe.” Richie 
Walcoff of KGO radio said, “Sit down. If 
this place collapses we’re both dead.”

The old place did not collapse. It held. I 
walked down to the field. Jose Canseco was 
wandering around with his wife Esther, 
both looking bewildered. Carney Lansford 
was on the field with his wife and two kids. 
Didn’t know what to do. Certainly no one 
was playing baseball. 

One famous sports columnist from the East 
was so nervous about the whole thing he came 
over to me and spit out, “Nice (expletive) city, 
Lowell.”

Gee.
Most of the A’s players lived in the East 

Bay but had to drive through San Jose to get 
home. The Bay Bridge was down. I live in the 
East Bay and had to cross over the Bay on the 
Dumbarton Bridge. Everything was dark, as if 
life had ended or we had been invaded by aliens. 
I hadn’t been able to reach my wife in Oakland 
on the phone but I got through to my sister in 
D.C. who somehow got through to Oakland 
and told my wife I was alive.

They postponed the World Series 10 days. 
San Francisco Mayor Art Agnos wanted to 
postpone it longer – he had a city to put back 
together – but baseball commissioner Fay 
Vincent threatened to move Games 3 and 4 to 
another city. The A’s swept the Giants in four 
games. And, yes of course, this could be a Gi-
ants story as well as an A’s story. But that’s not 
the point. This isn’t even a baseball story. It’s a 
human disaster story, the day the world shook.

I ONCE HAD LUNCH with Bobby Bonds, 
father of Barry. This would have been the winter 
of 1980 and Barry was a teenager then. Bobby 
was a terrific player in his own right and played 
on great Giants teams with Willie Mays and 
Willie McCovey. I contacted the Giants and 
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lowell cohn
Lowell Cohn, retired sports 

columnist for The Press 
Democrat in Santa Rosa, 
Calif., came to the Bay Area 
to attend graduate school at 
Stanford with the intention 
of being a college professor 
in English literature. But 
his interest in sports and an 
unwavering desire to write 
conspired to derail that plan, 
much to the benefit of sports 
fans and readers.

Cohn became a sports col-
umnist, first at the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle and then The 
Press Democrat. He built for 
himself a national reputation 
as an intelligent and fearless 
sports journalist who chal-
lenged readers’ thinking as 
easily as he challenged the 
athletes, coaches and owners 
he covered. His writing style 
is a combination of thought-
fulness, wit and unmistak-
able style and he remains one 
of the most influential sports 
voices in the Bay Area.

Baseball is among his 
favorite sports to cover and 
the Bay Area was the perfect 
place for him to be. The 
baseball seasons were rich in 
storylines from the region’s 
two Major League teams — 
the A’s in Oakland and the Gi-
ants in San Francisco. World 
championships, all-star 
performers, unforgettable 
moments and unbeliev-
able characters provided 
the backdrop for Lowell’s 
commentary on these two 
longtime baseball franchises.

 As a reflection on his own 
career, here are Lowell’s 
favorite memories of Giants 
and A’s baseball. Two trans-
planted baseball teams — 
the Giants from New York, the 
A’s from Philadelphia by way 
of Kansas City — through the 
eyes of a transplanted son of 
Brooklyn.

DiamonDs of 
memories

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 1968. My first 
significant baseball memory in Northern Cali-
fornia after I moved west from New York.

I was a graduate student in Stanford’s 
English Department and I was about to enter 
the library early in the evening to write a paper. 
I really was. But I bumped into my friend John 
Kaman, a fellow graduate student in English, 
and one of us mentioned the A’s were playing a 
game. Oh.

We ditched the schoolwork and headed 
up to the Coliseum in my Plymouth Valiant 
– black with fins – and paid for tickets and sat 
down in the second inning. Or was it the third? 
Catfish Hunter was pitching for the A’s against 
the Twins. We got two beers. There would be 
lots of beers.

After the top of every inning, the crowd 
cheered a lot. As the game went along, people 
cheered louder and louder, more than I was 
used to. I thought “These California fans sure 
are enthusiastic.”

I asked John what all the fuss was about. He 
didn’t know, either. 

Catfish seemed to be doing very well. For 
some reason – beer? -- I wasn’t consulting the 
scoreboard. The game ended when Catfish 
struck out pinch hitter Rich Reese. The crowd 
went absolutely nuts. I never had seen anything 
like that. What was the big deal? 

I asked a man near me what was going on. 
“Catfish just threw a perfect game,” he shouted, 
and he looked at me like I was from Mars.

As I study the box score now, I see Catfish 
sure did throw a perfect game, the ninth in 
Major League Baseball history. Twenty-seven 
up and 27 down. He struck out 11. Struck out 
Harmon Killebrew all three times. Rod Carew 
and Tony Oliva couldn’t do anything with the 
Catfish. The A’s won 4-0 and Catfish himself 
drove in three runs. 

So, I was there that night along with 6,297 
other fans and I certainly saw Catfish’s perfect 
game in the sense of not seeing it at all. Years 
later when I became a sports writer, I vowed to 
play closer attention. 

BILLY MARTIN was a fascinating horrible 
man. He could be a brilliant manager when he 
tried. He got into lots of fights and won most 
of them, and that may or may not speak well 
of him.

In 1982, his final year in Oakland, he got 
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by Tyler Nunez

he McNeese State men’s basket-
ball team will attempt to bounce 
back from a season in which it 

fi nished in the bottom of the South-
land Conference when it takes the 
court with experienced guard play 
and an improved front court in the 
2017-18 season.

A year after fi nishing 7-22 overall 

and 4-14 Southland Conference 
record, the Cowboys will play its last 
season in the Burton Coliseum, and 
they hope to get back to some win-
ning ways under head coach Dave 
Simmons.

Despite the low winning percent-
age, McNeese showed some promise 
in the future due to some young play-

ers that made waves early. Despite 
losing experience in graduating 
seniors in Jamaya Burr, who scored 
11.7 points per game and shot .429 
from beyond the arc, and Lance Po-
tier (6.7 PPG, 6.3 RPG), the Cowboys 
had a wealth of youthful players who 
had a positive impact on the team’s 
play.

McNeese State

Stephen Ugochukwu

rick hickman / american press

AthlonSportsPreview-MSU-LSU.indd   1 8/8/17   7:31 AM

A winning season would be an 
immense accomplishment for this 
Cowboys squad as it would show they 
are improving greatly with a lot of 
room to grow for the future.

The Frontcourt
The Cowboys frontcourt was one 

of their weakest points last season, as 
admitted by Simmons.

McNeese was outrebounded by a 
total of 1,191 to 976 last year for an 
average rebound differential of -6.4.

To remedy that, Simmons set 
his sights on a pair of big men who 
played together at Moberly Area 
Community College.

Forwards Demarco Owens and 
Quattarius Wilson join the Cowboys 
after a couple of seasons at the junior 
college level.

Owens, a 6-foot-8-inch, 260-pound 
native of St. Louis played 32 games 
with 24 starts for the Greyhounds 
where he averaged 6.2 rebounds per 
game and shot 52 percent from the 
fi eld.

Men
The 6-foot-8, 200-pound Owens 

went to Moberly from Mobile, Ala., 
and began his sophomore season as 
a starter before suffering an injury 
that hindered his playing time.

After signing the duo, Simmons 
described Owens as a bruiser in the 
post and Wilson as a long, athletic 
presence with the ability to perform 

on both sides of the fl oor.
How these two will help in the 

front court is yet to be seen, but 
Simmons said he felt they’d made an 
impact early.

They will join senior forward 
Stephen Ugochukwu, who last season 
fi nished with just fewer than 11 
points per game and a team-high 
eight rebounds per game, giving the 
Cowboys potential depth at the posi-
tion.

The Backcourt
As a freshman, Kalob Ledoux led 

the Cowboys in scoring with 11.9 
points per game while shooting at a 
.454 clip.

An athletic guard with a pretty 
shot, he can make a lot of things hap-
pen with the ball in his hands. His 
length also does him a lot of favors 
and if he can fi nish at the rim, he 
turns into a dangerous player.

Jarren Greenwood also returns 
on the wing, though he may emerge 
as the Cowboys’ point guard in the 
absence of Burr.

Greenwood fi nished last season 
with 73 assists, second on the team 
behind Burr, while he also tallied 9.3 
points per game.

Kalob Ledoux’s twin brother 
Jacob Ledoux also has potential 
to emerge as a threat in the wing. 
He mirrors his brother in a lot of 
ways besides their appearance, and 

together they form a dangerous duo.
James Harvey will also likely see 

a boost in playing time. After a stel-
lar freshman campaign, he struggled 
last season as a sophomore shooting 
just 33.6 percent from the fi eld and 
31.3 percent from 3-point range.

But an improved role may give 
him the confi dence boost he needs to 
shake off the sophomore slump.

Conclusion
The Cowboys had a lot of room 

to grow after last season. Simmons 
attempted to fi ll gaps in size that 
plagued them last season.

With a vibrant backcourt and 
a newly beefed up frontcourt, the 
Cowboys could see a great jump in 
success if they get clicking once con-
ference play comes along.

dennis babineaux / special to the american press rick hickman / american press

James Harvey

Kalob Ledoux

#     P l ay e r  p o s.  C L as s
0    Quatarrius Wilson F jr
1    Kalob Ledoux G so
2    James Harvey G jr
3    Richard Laku F r-so
5    Fred Haywood SF R-FR
10  Jarren Greenwood G  jr
12  Jacob Ledoux G so 
13  Jacob Bonnington  PF  r-fr
15  LaBarrius Hill  F  sr
20  Kelvin Henry, Jr.  G r-fr
30  Adrian Brown  F jr
31  Stephen Ugochukwu  F sr
33  Demarco Owens  P jr
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